[image: image1.emf]
August/September 2009
Message from our new President Nicole Miller:

Hello Everyone,


My name is Nicole Miller, RHIA and in case you do not know, I am the 2009-2010 President of HIMAWNY.  To begin the adventure of this new role I would like to introduce myself for those of you who may not know me.  I attended SUNY Institute of Technology in Utica and received my bachelor’s degree in Health Information and Health Services Management, I then received my RHIA certification.  I am currently attending the College of St. Scholastica for my master’s degree in Health Information and Informatics Management and Information Technology Leadership.  


I currently have a small consulting company and I am an adjunct faculty member at Trocaire College in Buffalo.  I am Past Chair of NYHIMA Long Term Care Board, Chair of the HIMAWNY Long Term Care Section, and most recently NYHIMA E-HIM officer.  I have greatly enjoyed it all immensely and I will continue to be involved as long as I am able.  


As we, all know Health Information has made some drastic changes in past years and will continue to change in the future.  The best thing we can all do is just try to stay current with all of it so we can all do our jobs to the best of our ability.  As President of the association, I would like to keep everyone as current as possible with seminars and other educational opportunities.  I would also like to have input from the members regarding ideas of what you would like to see accomplished over the next year.  So please feel free to submit your questions and or comments to nicolerra@earthlink.net and I will try to serve all of you in the best capacity possible.  I encourage all of you to join if you have been questioning whether to become a member or if you know of anyone, who is not a member but working in HIM to also become members.  I have some great ideas for the upcoming year and I hope to involve as much of the membership as possible.  If you are interested in serving on a committee or maybe even running for an office, please feel free to contact me as we have a number of opportunities available.  


Thank you all for the chance to serve in this capacity and I am looking forward this exciting adventure.  










Thank you,










Nicole Miller, RHIA
         

[image: image2.wmf] Next BOARD MEETING:

Please plan to attend the upcoming HIMAWNY board meeting on Wednesday, August 19 at 5pm.  Installation of officers for 2009-2010 will take place as well as formal presentation of the Corporate Award to Bill Palisano, owner of Lincoln Archives. It would be great to have a nice turn out to thank Bill for his continued support and sponsorship of HIMAWNY events and to give a nice welcome to our new leadership team.  All members are welcome.
The meeting will be held at Beechwood Continuing Care in the conference room on the first floor to the left after entering the main entrance. Again the date is Wednesday, August 19 at 5:00pm.
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Health Information and Technology Week: November 1 – 7

Excerpt from an article in AHIMA Advantage, August 2009:

“HI&T Week is a showcase for the thousands of health information management   professionals who perform their duties masterfully throughout the year.  AHIMA is honored to provide support, representation, and training to HIM professionals for these valuable contributions to the healthcare industry.  
November 1 through 7 is designated as HI&T Week throughout the United States and Canada. “

For information on organizing an informative event at your facility please visit:

www.ahima.org/hitweek
The site offers a Kit of materials to aid in promoting our profession such as:

Suggested activities, articles, quizzes, products and press releases and power point presentations etc. and so much more.. Do check it out.
It’s not too early to start planning!
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The following awards were presented at the Annual HIMAWNY Dinner held on June 24 at Salvatore’s Italian Gardens:

HIM Champion: 
Nicole Miller
“Nicole has been instrumental in promoting the HIM field through her business by participating in the Buffalo Wellness Fair, education as an adjunct professor at Trocaire, and her participation in HIMAWNY.  She is always ready to volunteer for projects and is a major participant in the NYHIMA convention activities.”

Distinguished Services Award:
Cindy Mykins 
“Strong supporter, volunteer for HIMAWNY & NYHIMA functions.
 Long term member on the HIMAWNY Board as Treasurer.
Clinical preceptor for ECC & Trocaire HIT students.  Always willing to mentor students seeking experience of HIM activities in Long Term Care Settings.
She has made her facility available and hosted all HIMAWNY Board meetings.  
Strong supporter, attendee, and volunteer at NYHIMA annual conferences.  
She serves on Advisory Council for Trocaire College.  
She worked full time and attended school to further her HIM education. 
She also participates and is a member of HIMAWNY LTC Special Interest Group, where she served as Chair of the group in past years.  
Cindy has a long and extraordinary record of service to the HIM profession.”
Corporate Award:           Lincoln Archives
Supporter of HIMAWNY
Sponsored Christmas Party 2008
Sponsored NYHIMA 2009 Annual Conference
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Next meeting: September 10th  from  8:30 to 10:30am at Beechwood Homes, 2235 Millersport Hwy. Getzville, NY 14068
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Watch for future education sessions with details in separate e-mailings.


On Wednesday, June 24, 2009 The HIMAWNY Annual Dinner meeting was held at Salvatore’s Italian Gardens.  The event started with a very informative educational session on cardiac catheterization followed by a social hour sponsored by iQueu Consultants, Inc. which provided a great networking opportunity for our members.  We then had a delicious dinner and concluded the evening with a short annual meeting and door prizes.   Thank you to Karen Hoelscher for obtaining the webinar for our educational session.  A special thank you to Darlene Nedwick of iQueu Consultants for her support of our association.  

 

Submitted by:  Rebecca Pittler, RHIA 

HIMAWNY Elected Director

 

 

 

In June HIMAWNY was host to the NYHIMA annual conference.  Many NYHIMA members traveled from across the state to the Western New York area.  Each year many volunteers along with the NYHIMA staff make this meeting possible.   As the 2009 Hospitality chair for the NYHIMA meeting  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many volunteers from the Western New York region who donated their time to sit at the hospitality area, donated door prizes, donated items for the House of Delegate snack baskets and donated candy.    These hospitality items were appreciated by all who attended.   I encourage everyone to volunteer the next time the NYHIMA meeting comes to WNY area.  It was great fun and a wonderful networking opportunity.  

 

Submitted by: Rebecca Pittler, RHIA 

2009 NYHIMA Annual Meeting Hospitality Chair
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Enjoy the rest of summer! (now that it has finally arrived)
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